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G RE AT- BRITAIN. 


V this time, I hope, the phrenzy is over, 
B and the madneſs which has fo unfor- 
tunately poſſeſſed you is ſubſided; but alas! the 
miſchief remains, and the ſtab given to the 
conſtitution will not be ſo eaſily healed. 
Blind and ungrateful Britons, what will 
your deſcendants ſay, when they read in hiſ- 
tory, that you oppreſſed the man who had 
always fought your battles, in order to ſup- 
port a prerogative miniſter ? Will not they 
| B blaze 
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blaze with indignation to ſee, that whilſt he 
was endeavouring to reinſtate ye into your 
natural rights, I mean thoſe of bringing 
your delinquent ſervants before your tri- 
bunal, ye fooliſhly ſided with the youth who, 
according to his tutors inſtructions, de- 
clared himſelf the miniſter of the crown; 
and, in open defiance to the Commons of 
Great-Britain, kept the reins of govern» 
ment, ſetting thus at nought the voice of 
your repreſentatives. Good God ! Britons, 
what folly could poſſeſs ye? Do not ye bluſh 
at your ſtupidity, and can you keep your 
temper, when you reflect on the baſe and 
mean arts which have been put in practice 
to deceive you? But alas! the blow is ſtruck, 
and the wound, I am afraid, too great to ad- 
mit of a remedy. Look at your oppreſſed 
champion groaning under the tyranny of 
the vileſt of parties, and the moſt heteroge- 
neous aſſemblage that ever fat on the trea- 
ſury-bench. Look at that able, open, and 
generous ſtateſman, like the ſick lion in the 
fable, reduced to ſuffer the haughtineſs of 
ſucceſsful Tories, and patiently bear, the 
cowardly inſults of eyery jack- aſs in office; 


but 
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but reflect, that it was you who brought 
him down to that dejected ſtate, and at the 
time he was fighting for your rights, 
for the prerogative of the Commons. Reflect 
and bluſh; turn your eyes, and ſee with what 
a ſupercilious air the haughty boy now drives 
the ſtate carriage, ſecure in the majority 
which your blindneſs has given him; he 
triumphantly ſmacks his whip as he paſſes 
along, regardleſs of the arduous taſk he has 
undertaken, Preſumptuous Phaeton! take 
care how you hold the reins, the fiery ſteeds 
may ſoon be ſenſible of your weakneſs, and 
daſh to pieces the lofty chariot and charioteer. 
1 tremble at the danger wherein your am- 
bition has put the ſtate. 


Look around ye, O Britons, and examine 
your abject condition! America loſt, India 
in a ſtate of diſtraction, yourſelves loaded 
with taxes at home and deſpiſed abroad, and 
what are ye in the mean time doing? Quar- 
relling with one another, nothing but 
wrangling for the loaves and fiſhes, no mea- 
ſurs to remedy the growing evils, no ſtep 


to place at the helm of the realm men 
" A whoſe 
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whoſe long experience and known abilities 
may enable them to ſteer clear of the nu- 
merous rocks that ſurround ye. Seemingly 
bent on your own deſtruction, the ableſt 
ſtateſmen are diſmiſſed, to make room for a 
ſet of people more acquainted with the 
quibbles of college-arguments, and ſquabbles 
of the law, than the deep learning of ſound 
policy. 


Give me leave to aſk a few queſtions. 
What had Mr. Fox done to deſerve your 
cenſure? He, who formerly was your idol, 
he, whoſe conduct ye always honoured with 
the ſtrongeſt marks of approbation. 


He coaleſced with Lord North, and America 
was loſt under Lord North's adminiſtration. 
Granted, 


But in coaleſcing with the Noble Lord, 
did Mr. Fox forſake his principles ? Did 
he ever approve of the American war? Did 
he ever join Lord North as long as he ſup- 
ported that war? No. When that Noble 
Lord, forſaken by the greateſt part of his 
ſup- 


1 

ſupporters in the Houſe of Commons, thought 
proper to reſign, when peace was made with 
America, when the ſpirit of party fo far pre- 
vailed in this country, that it was hardly 
poſſible to form a ſteady adminiſtration, 
though abſolutely neceſſary in the diſtracted 
ſtate of public affairs, then Mr. Fox thought 
it would be not only ridiculous, but even 
wicked, to exclude from adminiſtration any 
individual, whoſe abilities were capable to 
contribute to the good of the community. 
His liberal way of thinking made him forget 
former quarrels; and the good of the ſtate 
had a greater weight with him than the re- 
membrance of paſt wrongs. Mr. Pitt was 
himſelf called into office; but Mr. Pitt was 
too ambitious to accept of a ſecondary place, 
and he retired in diſguſt with the dark plot- 
ters of the late revolution, waiting for ſome 
favourable opportunity of rendering unpopu- 
lar the man who ſtood in his way to pre- 
ferment. 


But juſt and candid Britons, if ye re- 
prove Mr. Fox for his Coalition, be impar- 
tial, and look at Mr. Pitt's. The former 

joined 
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joined with a man of known abilities and ex- 
perience in matters of finance; the latter 
with a parcel of rats, rat-catchers, and rum- 
contractors. The former united with a No- 
bleman who has a great knowledge of the 
politics of Europe ; the latter with a ſet of 
ignorant beings, who never ſhewed their 
abilities but by a dumb vote in either Houſe 


of Parliament. 


Let us now examine the Noble Lord's 
conduct when in adminiſtration, and we will 
find him ſtrictly adhering to Whig princi- 
ples; whereas our young Gentleman has 
acted with as much haughtineſs as one of the 
hotteſt Tories. The Noble Lord, it is true, 
carried on the American war, but are the 
conſequences of an unſucceſsful war to be 
attributed to a miniſter? Was not Lord North 
ſupported by great majorities in both Houſes, 
and, of courſe, had not he a right conſtitu- 
tionally to remain in adminiſtration? I will 
ſay more, he was bound to obey the dictates 
of Parliament. Did ever the Noble Lord 
ſay, I am not the Miniſter of the People, 
but of the Crown? Did he ever ſtand in 

oppolition 
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oppoſition to the Repreſentatives of the Peo- 
ple? No; Lord North ſeeing his majority 
greatly decreaſed in the Houſe of Commons, 
thought then that his continuance in office 
was no longer agreeable to the people, and 
retired, in ſpite of the King's ſolicitations, 
without ever attempting to make uſe of the 
royal prerogative. How different the preſent 
State Youth! The Repreſentatives of the 
People declare, that he 1s unfit for his high 
ſtation ; that they cannot place any confi- 
dence in a man who ſtole by a back march 
into adminiſtration, yet he ſtubbornly re- 
mains in office, ſaying: J don't care for the 
people, I am the Miniſter of the Crown. 
And yet, Britons, this is the man whom, in 
your phrenzy, ye aſſiſted in pulling down 
the conſtitution; this is the man whom ye 
extolled to the ſkies for deſpiſing the voice 
of your repreſentatives, The glorious name 
of Pitt, agreeable to your ears, was the 
cauſe of the deluſion, and without examining 
the principles of the ſon, ye granted him 
honors only due to his immortal father, 
The dark lanthorn plotters had well judged 
of the influence of that name, and accord- 


ingly 
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ingly made uſe of it for their infernal pur- 
poſes. The time is come, ſaid the cabal; 
the India Bill has cauſed a monſtrous alarm in 
Leadenhall-ftreet ; the Nabobs dread. the im- 
partial hand of juſtice, they are very powerful 
all over the kingdom ; let us make uſe of their 
influence, and raiſe the hue and cry againſt the 
Miniſters. Immediately Jenkinſon ſounded 
the trumpet, and numbers of half ſtarved 
garretteers filled the papers with half di- 
geſted paragraphs. Robinſon laid his ſnares, 
and thouſand cockaded rats ſallied forth 
from- their a-la-mode holes, reſorted to the 
different coffee-houſes of the metropolis, .and 
exclaimed, My King and Country, Fox is a 
Jfe——1. Poor deluded fools | what will you 
gain by all your vociferations ? Not even the 
extraordinary ſix-pence you ſpent on the 
occaſion. | 


Aſk thoſe wiſeacres for what reaſon they 
diſapprove of the India Bill? Aſk them for 
what reaſon they abuſe one of the greateſt 
men this age produced? And their anſwers 

would even diſgrace the moſt ignorant para- 
graph-writer . of the Morning Poſt. The 
| India 
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India Bill, Britons! read, examine it, and 
you will ſee that it is impoſſible to frame any 
thing better for the credit, honor, and even 
ſafety of your Eaſt-India poſſeſſions. Without 
this Bill ye will become as great ſtrangers 
in the Eaſtern, as ye now are in the Weſtern 
world; without this Bill your ruin is una- 
voidable. A lover of his country muſt grow 
warin with indignation, when he hears a ſect 
of court ſycophants crying out every where, 
your chartered rights are invaded. A mo- 
ment's retlection, my dear friends, will prove 
the futility of the above aſſertion. Did ever 
the Britiſh government grant a charter to any 
Company, by which they had a right to de- 
ſtroy whole countries, excite commotions, 
depoſe princes, throw them in priſon, and 
ſet up uſurpers in their places? Did ever this 
government give that Company leave to ſtarve 
millions of poor miſerable wretches, by the 
moſt wicked and cruel monopoly? No, will 
certainly be your anſwer. Yet the moſt 
zealous Pittites, or rather the moſt bigot- 
ted Tories, or rather the greateſt partiſans of 


the loaves and fillies, men who would almoſt 
© | {wear 
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fwear that black is white, in order to keep 
their places, cannot deny that the above 
enormities have been committed. Fruitful 
countries have been laid waſte, great and 
good princes torn from their families, and 
barbarouſly thrown into loneſome dungeons, 
by the unmerciful hands of pitifal adven- 
turers, and millions of an innocent and harm- 
leſs people ſacrificed to the rapacity of a few 
dignified highwaymen. And could this be 
done by a people who boaſt of liberty ? Could 
this be done by Engliſhmen? It has been 
done, Britons, and I dare fay you ſhudder 
at the recital. If, then, government had 
not given to the Eaſt-India Company a right 
of committing thoſe enormities, how can the 
Directors complain that their rights are in- 
vaded ? Government had granted to the Com- 
pany an excluſive power of trading to the 
Eaſt-Indies, and to have a few factories upon 
different coaſts, in order to favor their 
trade. That power is not taken away from 
the Company by Mr. Fox's Bill, they have 
the ſame right; but with that difference, 
that their political affairs ſnall be managed 


__— > 


by &ven Directors, appointed for four years, 
and nine Aſiſtant Directors, who, under 
their controul, will carry on the commer» 
cial ſyſtem. The King is to nominate to all 
vacancies in the Superior, and the Proprie- 
tors to thoſe in the Inferior Board. 


In caſe of miſmanagement in the Direc- 
tors, the Proprietors have a right to petition 
his Majeſty, and thoſe Directors are always 
removeable by addreſs from either Houſe of 
Parliament; they may even be removed on 
ſuſpicion, provided the grounds of that ſuſ- 
picion are publickly aſſigned and publickly 
debated ; the Company's accounts are to be 
regularly ſubmitted to the inſpection of 
Parliament, and the Commiſſioners to act 
under the eyes of that body. 


Both Directors and Aſſiſtant Directors, 
were prohibited in the Bill from holding any 
place under the Crown, or any other place 
under the Company, and from being in any 
way concerned in the Company's ſhipping 
or commerce. This is a regulation whoſe 

C 2 wiſdom 
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wiſdom and ſound policy are ſo evident, that 
It would be an inſult to any man's under- 
ſtanding to explain its utility. | 


There is another clauſe in the Bill no leſs 
wiſe, viz, © That no perſon charged with 
* peculation or oppreſſion in India, within 
ce two years before his nomination, ſhall be 


* eligible to either office, till the Directors 


« ſhall have exculpated him, and recorded 
ce the reaſon for their opinion; and, in or- 
* der to give time for the production and 
« examination of ſuch charge, the perſon 
te accuſed muſt have reſided in Great-Bri- 
&* tain two years, from his return from In- 
5 dia, previous to his election.“ 


Colluſion and participation between the 
directors and their ſervants, was ſuſpected as 
one of the great cauſes of the miſdemeanors 
in India. For preventing any colluſion be- 
tween the new directors, named by the Bill, 
and the Company's ſervants, it is enacted, 


that Whenever any charge of corruption, 


«« peculation, oppreſſion, extortion, receipt 
« of 
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« of preſents, uſury, breach of orders, or 
* other grievous offences made in India, 
« ſhall be tranſmitted home; the directors 
« ſhall, within twenty days after receipt 
d thereof, examine into ſuch charge; and if 
te they ſhall not think proper either to recall 
* or order a proſecution againſt the perſon 
« fo charged, each director's reaſons for the 
% fame muſt be recorded: and no perſons 
« thus charged, are to be permitted to re- 
« turn to India, till the ſame ſhall have 
« been inveſtigated, and the reaſons for per- 


« mitting their return ſhall have been re- 
4 corded.” 


Here, ſays a ſenſible writer, at once the 
axe is laid to the root of corruption ; and 
every body muſt allow, that the clauſes 
aboye-recited do immortal honour to the 


hearts, as well as to the heads of the framers 
of this Bill. 


Such are, Britons, the leading features of 
this famous Bill, which has been the pre- 
tence of miniſterial clamour. Such are the 

reaſons 
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reaſons for which Mr. Fox has incurred your 
diſpleaſure. Becauſe he wanted to relieve 
the diſtreſſed, to puniſh delinquents, and to 
appoint honeſt -men inſtead of rogues and 
villains. 


Let us ſuppoſe for a moment, that ſuch a 
Bill would have increaſed the conſequence of 
the Britiſh Houſe of Commons. Was it not 
better to increaſe the influence of your own 
Repreſentatives, than that of the Crown ? 
And was not it more eaſy for you to redreſs 
wrongs when the power laid in your own 
hands, than to be obliged to petition the 
Crown and Crown-Miniſters, who will 
laugh at your madneſs, and take ſhelter in 
their great majorities in bath Houſes of Par- 
liament, majorities which they only regard as 
long as they ſuit their molt infernal purpoſes, 


But Mr. Fox would have had ſs much in- 
FJauence in the nation, by the means of the Eaſt- 
Judia wealth, that be could always haue com- 
manded a majority of the Houſe of Commons. 


Have 
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Have ye then, O Britons, ſuch a mean 
idea of your own virtue, as to think it im- 
poſſible to reſiſt temptation; and are ye ſo 
degenerated, as to prefer a pitiful bribe to 
Godlike liberty, that liberty for which your 
noble anceſtors would have ſpilt the laſt drop 
of their blood. Was not the power of 
chuſing other members always in your hands, 
and if, when blinded by the artifices of the 
Pittites, you had firmneſs enough to reje& 
one of the moſt honeſt members that ever 
fat * in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, 
merely becauſe he ſupported Mr. Fox's Bill, 
though his character was unimpeached, what 
could not ye have done if your repreſenta- 
tives had been wicked and infamous ? Could 
all the gold of Peru then have biaſſed your 
choice? No. All thoſe infinuations are the 
miniſterial bugbears, which have plunged 
you into the dreadful pit ye now are in, 
and from whence, alas! nothing but a mi- 
racle can draw you. © But cry the miniſterial 
iſts, Mr. Fox is a very bad man, and Mr, 
Pitt is a good youth, who has never been 
guilty of any extravagance. Iundreds of 

times 


Lord John Cavendiſh, 
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times did T aſk, in what manner Mr, Fox 
had deſerved that epithet ; and all the anſwer 
I had was, he is a gameſter, he is very much 
in debt. If a gentleman who plays, and is 
in debt, deſerves the character of bad, it is 
my opinion, that many of thoſe dumb- 
blacks, who now fit on the oppoſite bench 
to him, ready to nod affent at the word of 
command, have much more need of the 
above epithet. It is true that Mr. Fox, 
born with ſtrong paſſions, and an active 
mind, has been guilty of many follies in 
his youth ; he confeſſes it himſelf : accuſ- 
tomed never to have been refuſed any thing 
by too fond a father, he ſoon ran thro' 
an immenſe fortune, But where is the man 
who, born with the ſame conſtitution, and 
under the ſame predicament, would not have 
done the ſame? Among all his follies, do 
we find any thing that indicates a badneſs of 
heart? No. We find him throughout, a 
difintereſted patriot, a ſincere friend, and a 
generous enemy. I hope now, Britons, you 
are ſatisfied, I hope you rue the day when 

you 
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you pulled down that honeſt champion who 
ſupported the pillars of the conſtitution. 


I hear ſome whiſpers among the court 
cabal; Mr, Pitt is an unſpotted youth, he 
cannot be accuſed of any folly, he has 
amazing abilities. True, my honeſt Britons, 
ſo was the muſical child, he could play 
amazingly well; but would it have been 
proper to make him the leader at the famous 
concert in Weſtminſter-Abbey. And though 
his abilities were great, comparatively ſpeak- 
ing, were they adequate to ſuch an under- 
taking? Myr. Pitt has not been guilty of 
any folly ; but he is not perhaps born with the 
ſame paſſions, and if he were, had not the 
ſame opportunity of ſatisfying them. Poſ- 
ſeſſed of a ſmall fortune, he was not enabled 
to launch into faſhionable extravagancies, 
and it was, perhaps, a happy thing for him. 
I ſay perhaps, for a man who is to govern 
others, ſhould know men as well as books ; 
and no better opportunity offers to ſtudy 
them, but by aſſociating in their parties of 
pleaſure, 

D What 
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What can we do, ſay ſome, the fault is 
made, and we muſt ſuffer the conſequences. 
But don't you ſee, my dear friends, that the 
conſequences are nothing leſs than the loſs 
of your liberties; don't you ſee that the 
whole influence of the Eaſt-India Company 
will now be centered in the Crown; and 
that a Houle of Commons will only be re- 
garded, as long as it is ſubſervient to the 
King's will, and no longer; don't you ſee 
that if the Members ſhew themſelves re- 
fractory to the imperial mandate, a diſſolu- 
tion will immediately follow. Alas! will ye 


reply, we ſee our error, but it is too late to 
remedy it, 


It is not, Britons; your liberty is ſtill in 
your power, rouſe and ſhew yourſelves men. 
Put your Miniſter to the teſt, and try whe- 
ther he is that friend to the conſtitution 
he pretends to be: call for a parliamentary 
reform, demand an equal and juſt repreſen- 
tation of the people, and triennial Parlia- 
ments, This and this alone -can fave ye 
from the dreadful calamities that threaten 


Jes 
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ye; let not any of the jeſuitical arts of this 
young Malagrida deceive ye; and though he 
may vote himſelf for the reform, don't give 
up your juſt claims unleſs ye find redreſs. 
You ought now to be acquainted with his 
cunning and artful ſubterfuges. No doubt 
he'll pretend to favour the reform, and his 
friends ſhall have ſecret orders to vote againſt 
it; but his abominable hypocriſy is now too 
thread-bare, for ye to be the dupes of his baſe 
politicks. 


Let addrefles from every county, every 
borough, nay every individual who is not 
repreſcnted, befiege the Throne; and let 
your clamors be heard till the evil is re- 
moved. His Majeſty will, I dare ſay, liſten 
te the juſt demands of his people, and grant 
that redreſs which ye are entitled to re- 
ceive, If the back-ſtairs Councils ſhould ſtill 
prevail, I think the remedy Jays in your 
hands. According to the conſtitution of the 
realm ye are not obliged to pay taxes 
unleſs equitably repreiented in Parliament; 


therefore ye may ſtop the reſources of a 
corrupt 
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corrupt Adminiſtration. Refuſe, but refuſe | 
boldly ; let your refuſal be grounded on the 
principles of Magna Charta, aſſert your rights 
like men, and let no fear deter ye from 
maintaining them; let not the feeble hands 
of a boyiſh Miniſter deſtroy in one ſeſſion, 
what has coſt your forefathers ſo many 
years toil, and ſuch a deluge of blood. And 
ye free and independent Electors of Weſt- 
minſter, will ye tamely ſubmit to the 
Court tyranny, and remain unrepreſented 
in Parliament? Will ye tamely pay taxes 
which ye know nothing of, and thus aban- 
don your birth-right to tax yourſelves? See, 
deluded Britons, what ye have done, ſee 
how maliciouſly ye have been enſnared! 
Whilſt the prerogative Miniſter frightens 
you with the bugbear of depriving the Eaſt- 
India Company of its Charters, he is him- 
ſelf taking the rights granted ye by nature 
and confirmed by Magna Charta. Awake from 
your lethargy, O Britons, and do not ſuffer 
ſuch villanies to paſs unpuniſhed. 


Let 
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Let your voices be heard, truth will pre- 
vail at laſt, and in ſpite of all the dirty ma- 
chinations of a cowardly cabal, which en- 
deavours, by every mean and baſe device 
to throw an odium on the ſupporters of 
liberty, ye'll ſee your labour at laſt 
crowned with ſucceſs. Ye had the ſa- 
tisfaction of ſeeing them defeated to-day, 
in one of the moſt malicious charges that 
revenge could ſuggeſt; are not your minds 
filled with horror, when you ſee that crimes 
of the blackeſt hue cannot ſtop the ſupport- 
ers of the preſent ſyſtem. Do not your 
Hairs ſtand erect at the peruſal of the late 
Old Bailey trial? | 


What juſtice can we expect from men, 
who do not heſitate to employ baſeneſs, 
ſubornation, and even perjury, to take 
away the lives of innocent individuals. 
Such pictures are, indeed, too ſhocking even 
for the eyes of the moſt abandoned 
wretches ; therefore I draw the curtain, and 
wiſh you ſucceſs. 
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